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1. AN OVERVIEW

GENESIS

Central Institute of Classical Tamil is
an autonomous organization under the

Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Department of Higher Education, Government
of India. Following the commitment of the
Central Government under the WNational
Common Minimum Programme, the official
recognition of Tamil as a classical language
was given by the Government of India vide
Ministry of Home Affairs notification no. I'V-
14014/7/2004-NI-11 dated 12.10.2004. After
the notification, the Union Government of
India set up a separate wing to run an office
for promotion of Classical Tamil in the year
2005 in the name of Centre of Excellence
for Classical Tamil which
with Central Institute of Indian Languages,
Mysore. In continuation of the efforts to
promote ‘Classical Tamil’, the Union Cabinet
approved the proposal of Ministry of HRD
for setting up CICT at Chennai in the meeting
held on 30.1.2008. Thereafter, the Ministry
issued a Notification dated 20.2.2008
conveying the decision of the Government
of India to establish CICT at Chennai. CICT
was established at Chennai on 19" May 2008
and registered as a Society under section 10
of Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act,
1975 on 21% January 2009. Central Institute
of Classical Tamil (CICT) started functioning
from its office at Chennai as an autonomous
organization fully funded by the Ministry of
HRD.

was attached

VISION

To serve as a Centre of Excellence pursuing
all possible avenues to promote the cause of
Classical Tamil.

MISSION

The mission of the Central Institute of
Classical Tamil (CICT) is to exclusively
concentrate on research work relating to the
Classical phase of Tamil (from the early period
to 600 AD), which addresses the vital issues of
the antiquity and uniqueness of Tamil.

2. ROLE AND FUNCTIONS OF

CENTRAL INSTITUTE
OF CLASSICAL TAMIL

he purpose of the Central Institute of

Classical Tamil (CICT) is to exclusively
concentrate on research work relating to the
classical phase of Tamil (from the early period
to 600 A.D.), which addresses the vital issues
of the antiquity and uniqueness of Tamil
language. There is no other institution either
in Tamil Nadu or anywhere else, which is fully
devoted to researching, and documenting the
entities related to the Classical phase of Tamil
Language.

« To provide for high-quality teaching
and research and for the advancement of
knowledge and its dissemination through
various research programmes undertaken
in-house by a substantial number of full-
time research scholars (Postdoctoral)
in Tamilology and Classical Tamil in
particular.

* To provide for higher education leading
to excellence and innovations in such
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branches of knowledge as may be deemed
fit primarily at post-graduate level devoted
to Classical Tamil in association with the
Central University of Tamilnadu.

To actas anodal agency for the Government
of India to implement its policies and
programmes for the development of Tamil
language.

To implement of schemes of the Ministry
of Human Resource Development for
the promotion of Tamil language by
conducting and coordinating research work
in various disciplines of Tamil language.

To Institute and award visitorships,
fellowships, scholarships, stipends, prizes
and medals for the propagation of Tamil
language.

To support research projects received from
universities and established institutions
and also support such field studies as may
be relevant.

To organize national and international
Conferences, Seminars and Workshops
and support similar efforts in universities
and established academic institutions.

To support publication of research studies.

To support publication of ancient Tamil
work in the original and their translations
in English and Indian languages.

To promote and encourage studies in the
composite nature of Indian culture, with
focus on Dravidian component in the
Indian civilization and heritage.

To provide for instruction and training in
such branches of learning as it may deem
fit.

To collect Classical Tamil Texts for the
Paventar Library (Palm leaf manuscripts,
rare books and digitization of rare books
and manuscripts).

To support publication of higher research
in Tamilology.

To realize its objectives, the CICT

has undertaken by establishment of
Research Chairs in various Universities

for promoting research for the cause of
Classical Tamil literature.

» Toserve as a clearing house of information
pertaining to Classical Tamil. The
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has been
designated as ex-officio Chairperson of
the Governing Council of the Institute and
it is administratively headed by a Director.

3. CLASSICAL TAMIL TEXTS

he following ‘“forty-one ancient Tamil
Texts” belonging to the period of up to
600 A.D., have been identified for the purpose
of studying the antiquity and uniqueness
of ancient Tamils and their civilization.
These classics have been specially selected
for Dbeing exceptionally valuable and
original compositions and not derivative or
translated work. Apart from epigraphical and
archeological findings, these forty-one classics
listed below are primary evidence that reflect
the society, language and culture of the ancient
Tamils.
Tolkappiyam (Grammar)
Ettuttokai (Eight Anthologies)
Narrinai
Kuruntokai
Ainkuruniiru
Patirruppattu
Paripatal
Kalittokai
Akananiiru
Purananuru
Pattuppattu (Ten 1dylls)
Tirumurukarruppatai
Porunararruppatai
Cirupanarruppatai
Perumpanarruppatai
Mullaippattu
Maturaikkarici
Netunalvatai
Kuriricippattu
Pattinappalai
Malaipatukatam
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Patinenkilkkanakku

(18 Post Cankam Anthologies)
Nalatiyar
Nanmanikkatikai
Inna Narpatu
Iniyavai Narpatu
Kar Narpatu
Kalaviyal Narpatu
Aintinai Aimpatu
Aintinai Elupatu
Tinaimoli Aimpatu
Tinaimalai Nurraimpatu
Palamoli Nanuru
Ciruparicamiilam
Tirukkural
Tirikatukam
Acarakkovai
Mutumolikkanci
Elati
Kainilai

Epics
Cilappatikaram
Manimekalai

Muttollayiram (Literature)

Iraiyanar Kalaviyal (Grammar)

4. MAJOR PROJECTS

ith a view to promoting the cause of
Classical Tamil, CICT has mapped out

various plans all of which will address the
vital issues of the antiquity and uniqueness of
Tamil.

DEFINITIVE EDITIONS OF ANCIENT
TAMIL WORK

The aim of the project is to bring out
definitive editions of ancient Tamil Classics
with accuracy and authenticity. The
classics selected for the project include both
grammatical and literary texts which are
original and which belong to the period
between 600 B.C. and 600 A.D.

HISTORICAL GRAMMAR OF TAMIL
LANGUAGE

The aim of the project is to publish a
comprehensive report on the historical
grammar of Tamil language which evolved
from Classical Age (600 B.C. to 600 A.D.)
to Modern Age (1601 A.D. till date) through
Middle Age (A.D.601 to A.D. 1600)

TRANSLATION OF ANCIENT TAMIL
WORK

At the first instance, the extant English
translations of all the forty-one Classical
Tamil texts will be evaluated and edited by
the expert committees. Depending upon the
number of translations available two or three
versions will be considered for selection. A

critical introduction to each compilation will
be included.

In course of time, a fresh translation of each
of the forty one Classical Tamil texts will be
undertaken with the involvement of a native
Tamil scholar, a translator and a native scholar
of English.

Translation of Classical Tamil texts into
Hindi, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu and
other Indian languages will also be gradually
undertaken.

ANTIQUITY OF TAMIL: AN INTER-
DISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

Tamil is one of the longest-surviving
classical languages in the world. It is also
stated as the 20™ in the Ethnologue list of
most-spoken languages worldwide. It has
been described as “the only language of
contemporary India which is recognized to be
continuous with a classical past.” The variety
and quality of Classical Tamil literature
has led to its being described as “one of the
great classical traditions and literature”. The
earliest period of Tamil literature, Cankam
literature, is dated from ca.600 BC to AD 300.
It has the oldest extant literature among Indian
languages. The earliest epigraphic records
found on rock edicts and hero stones date from
around the 6" century BC.
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In order to preserve the heritage, the following
have been chosen:

1. Researches on Classical Tamil Literature
texts.

2. Digitization and preservation of the stone
inscriptions representing the period upto
600 A.D.

3. An annotated bibliography, digitization of
photographs, and corpus development for
inscribed pottery representing the period
from 600 B.C.

4. Revival of excavation work in important
sites such as Kodumanal, Azhagankulam
and Korkai.

5. Decipherment of Indus scripts.

6. Preservation through digital photographs
of ancient coins and jewelleries.

7. Research on the antiquity and greatness of
Tamil music along the lines suggested by
Vipulanandha Adigal, Abraham Pandithar,
Vellai Varananar, Vee. Pa. Kaa. Sundaram
and Mu. Arunachalam.

SYNCHRONIC & DIACHRONIC STUDY
OF TAMIL DIALECTS

This project aims to prepare a demographic
report of the Tamil speaking population
around the world, to prepare a comprehensive
dictionary of Tamil dialects and to document
the hitherto unrecorded words found in
different spoken Tamil varieties of different
regions.

In order to bring out a dialect dictionary and
atlas, the following work will be undertaken:

* Preparation of a detailed account of
the demography of the Tamil speaking
population in the world as a whole.

 Study of the dialectal information
available in ancient and medieval literary
work, grammatical work commentaries,
inscriptions and manuscripts.

* Study of Tamil dialects during the
Moghul and European periods through
available revenue documents, dictionaries,
Nikantus, biblical translations, modern
fiction and folklore.

» Compilation of information available on
modern dialects occupations.

* A field survey of modern dialects.

INDIA AS A LINGUISTIC AREA

The aim is to undertake comparative
studies of Tamil with other Dravidian and
non-Dravidian families of languages in India
and also with other language families such as
Indo-Aryan, Astro-Asiatic, Tibeto-Burman,
Andamanese, Finno- Ugric, African and
Australian.

* Core grammar of Indian languages with
reference to Phonology, Morphology and
Syntax

*  Multilingual Dictionary of Tamil and other
Indian languages

* Relation between Dravidian and other
families of languages

* Supplement of Dravidian Etymological
Dictionary (DED-R)

* Comparison between Tamil and other
languages with reference to culture,
linguistics and literature

DIGITAL LIBRARY FOR ANCIENT
TAMIL STUDIES

Digital Library for Ancient Tamil Studies
is to create an online repository for Tamil
Classics and reference materials for antiquity
studies.

* Creating a national repository for Tamil
heritage.

» Comprehensive
Tamil Studies.

* Providing an advanced search facility in
Tamil and English for studies in Ancient
Tamil.

* Developing an Online Bilingual Tamil-
English Thesaurus for the field of Ancient
Tamil Studies.

* Developing software and user-friendly
interface.

collection of Ancient

ONLINE TEACHING OF CLASSICAL
TAMIL

Classical Tamil Online provides a web-
based course on Classical Tamil for the
learners interested in interpreting the language
as found in the ancient Tamil Texts. The
course will involve one hundred and twenty
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hours of instruction covering the four major
kinds of ancient literature namely, Akam
literature, Puram literature, Kappiyam (epics)
and Aram literature. The entire course content
is organized in four modules; each module has
three units and each unit has three lessons.
Each lesson will be covered in three hours;
and twelve hours have been allotted for both
formative and summative assessment.

CORPUS DEVELOPMENT
CLASSICAL TAMIL WORK

FOR

Corpus Development for Classical Tamil
work is to prepare a machine readable
corpus on Tamil classics with thematic and
grammatical tagging.

The work will be carried out in three phases:

1. Keying in all the forty one ancient Tamil
texts

2. Thematic and grammatical tagging

3. Developing different kinds of search
facilities

VISUAL EPISODES
TAMIL

ON CLASSICAL

The Visual Episodes on Classical Tamil is to
popularize the antiquity and uniqueness of the
ancient Tamil society through visual episodes
produced on themes related to language,
literature, grammar, epigraphy, numismatics,
arts, architecture, religion and Diaspora and
SO on.

DEFINITIVE EDITIONS OF
CLASSICAL TAMIL TEXTS

4.1. Critical Edition Project Section

The Critical editions for Classical Texts
include a comprehensive introduction to the
work, theme, cultural and other significant
aspects, information about the poet, period,
prosody and rhetoric with textual variations
and meanings of difficult words, and an index.
The aim of the project is to publish the most
authentic original texts of 41 Classical Tamil

texts. So far, three Critical editions have been
published by the Project.

By coordinating the work of all the
employees of the Project of Critical Edition
the process of publication of books is being
executed. For the year 2017-18 the following
books have been published.

Ainkuruntiru - Marutam
Ainkuruniiru - Neytal.
The following book has been completed by

the Project of Critical Editions and they are
ready for the press:

Ainkurunuru - kurifici

HISTORICAL GRAMMAR
OF TAMIL
4.2. Linguistics and Grammar Project
Section

In the Linguistics and Grammar Project,
the historical study of different grammatical
categories has been initiated from 2014-15. The
main objective of the project is to identify the
morphemes used for a particular grammatical
category and their distribution pattern and the
changes they have undergone.

During the year 2017-18, the following works
on Historical Tamil study fields have been
identified and the compilations of the findings
were submitted for publication:

1. Inflexional Increments in Classical Tamil
- A Historical Study (Narrinai)

2. Tense Markers in Classical Tamil - A
Historical Study (Ainkuruniiru)

3. Case Markers in Classical Tamil - A
Historical Study (Narrinai)

4. Verbal Terminations and Pronouns in
Classical Tamil - A Historical Study
(Ainkuruniiru)

5. Plural Markers in Classical Tamil - A
Historical Study (Ainkuruntiru)
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6. Imperative Verbs and Optative Verbs
in Classical Tamil - A Historical Study
(Ainkuruniiru and Narrinai)

TRANSLATION OF
ANCIENT TAMIL WORKS

4.3. Translation of Ancient Tamil Project
Section

The Translation Project aims at publishing
Anthologies of translations of the 41 classics
chosen by CICT. Each volume would consist
of the Tamil text, its transliteration, two verse
translations in English, one prose translation, a
critical introduction, a glossary and an index.

The following volumes have been published:
1. Nalatiyar
2. Aintinai Aimpatu
3. Aintinai Elupatu
4. Tinaimoli Aimpatu
5. Tinaimalai Nirraimpatu
The following volumes have been completed
and they are ready for publication:
1. Cilappatikaram
2. Manimekalai
3. Tolkappiyam

4. Purananiru

ANTIQUITY OF TAMIL:

AN INTERDISCIPLINARY
RESEARCH

4.4. Classical Tamil Literature Project
Section

The main objective of this project is to
carry out advanced studies on Classical Tamil
literature (up to 6" century AD).

During the year 2017-18 the Project
took up the work of “Compendium of
Patinenkilkkanakku” (Patinenkilkkanakkup
Porutkalaficiyam).

It is an extensible text, and hence the
Literature Project took up one of the texts of
Patinenkilkkanakku - Tirukkural during the
year and completed the project. The project is
ready for being used as a reference tool.

4.5. Art and Culture Project Section

The section relating to this part of the project
called Antiquity of Tamil: An Interdisciplinary
Research aims at projecting the greatness of
ancient Tamil music by all possible means
and undertaking further research in the areas
suggested by the Tamil savants.

During the year 2017-18, the following
research book has been completed by this
section and ready for publication: “Akananiirril
Icai” (Music in Akananiiru).

SYNCHRONIC AND

DIACHRONIC STUDY
OF TAMIL DIALECTS

4.6. Lexicography Project Section

The Project of Lexicography aims to study
the various Tamil dialects to record all the
spoken words which are becoming obsolete.
These dialect words will be presented in the
form of a dictionary and such words will
reveal the linguistic treasures of the Tamil
language and the hidden cultural habits of the
Tamils. This study will be based on the data
collected by contacting the people of different
regions. Apart from the present day spoken
dialect varieties, the dialect words found in the
Classical Texts will be collected.

The following projects were undertaken
during 2017-18:

1. Dialectal words as found in Manimekalai
- A Study

2. Dialectal words as found in Cilappatikaram
- A Study
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CLASSICAL TAMIL ONLINE
TEACHING PROJECT

4.7. Online Teaching
Technology Project Section

and Language

During the year 2017-18, the following works
have been completed by this Project of Online
Teaching:

Web based course of Aram, Module-3,
137 lessons were prepared. 29 lessons
and the exercises of Potumoli were
developed  for  Grammar  Module-5.
95 lessons of Cilappatikaram and 59 lessons
of Manimgkalai were prepared. Abstracts of
epics and episodes of the epics were written.
18 lessons of Manimekalai were completed for
Epic Module-4. Manimekalai Akarathi was
developed for Epic Module-4. Corrections
done for WBC 3.0 (Web Based Course)
Packages and designed the Aram Web pages
for CTOL Website. [137 WBC 3.0 Packages]
Designed and developed 6 kinds of Templates
and finalized the Template (Design and
Theme). Web based Course lessons numbering
60 were completed for Grammar Module -5.

During the year 2017-18, the following works
have been completed by this Project of
Language Technology:

* Developed the machine readable corpus
for the remaining 21 Classical Tamil
texts of millapatam to canti piritta patam,
canti piritta patam to corkal piritta patam
from the 20 (Pattuppattu, Ettuttokai,
Tolkappiyam, Iraiyanar ~ Kalaviyal)
Classical Tamil text Corpus.

* Developed the user interface design and

program for word hibernation tool 1.0 and
2.0.

* Developed the web application for the
encyclopedia with the following search
features: Word search from user, Word
list search from database, Meaning and
prose search authorwise and Meaning and
Commentary search by authorwise.

Developed Windows Application for
“Online Encyclopedia of Classical Tamil
Grammatical Terms” in beta version.

5. PAVENTAR CLASSICAL
TAMIL RESEARCH LIBRARY

The Paventar Classical Tamil Research
Library resources over the period of ten
years acquired reference materials, special
information resources in Classical Tamil
Literature and allied areas. The Library
collection consists of print, non-print and
E-resources. The collections of Tamil
Classics were classified as Text, Commentary,
Translation and Criticism.

Library holdings of CICT:
* Books (Print form) - 43,450

» Theses, Dissertations & Project Reports -
572

* Non-book materials / E-resources (CD/
DVD - includes Digitized palm leaf,
handwritten manuscripts) - 2210

e Journal back volumes - 1480

6. BOOK PROMOTION / CICT’S

PARTICIPATION IN BOOK FAIR
DURING THE YEAR 2017-18

CICT participated following book fairs during

the year 2017-18:

1. TAS-INTAD Book Fair 2017
Institute of Asian Studies (IAS), Chennai
and International Association of Tamil
Diaspora (INTAD) jointly conducted
a book fair from 17 to 19 May 2017 at
Nagercoil.

2. COIMBATORE BOOK FESTIVAL 2017
It was conducted by the Booksellers and
Publishers Association of South India

(BAPASI) in association with CODISSIA-
The Coimbatore District Small Industries
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Association from 21.07.2017 to 30.07.2017
(10 days).

3. Tamilp Panpattup Peramaippu and District
Administration of Ariyalur conducted
Ariyalur Book Fair 2017 from 14.07.2017 to
23.07.2017. (10 days)

4. 41 Chennai Book Fair-2018 conducted by
Booksellers and Publishers Association of
South India (BAPASI) from10.01.2018 to
22.01.2018 (13 days) [CICT stall No.484]

7. AWARDS

7.1. The Presidential awards for classical
Tamil

he Presidential Awards for Classical Tamil
were instituted by Central Institute of

Classical Tamil functioning under the aegis of
Ministry of Human Resource Development,
of India. The Presidential
Awards for Classical Tamil were instituted to

Government

give recognition and honour to distinguished

scholars who have made outstanding

contribution to Classical Tamil language and

literature.
Tholkappiyar Award
Tholkappiyar Award is a life time

achievement award for Indian scholars given
for an outstanding contribution in the field of
Tamil studies. This award carries a certificate
of honour, a memento and a one-time cash
award of Rs.5 lakh.

Kural Peedam Award

These are two international awards; one
for persons of Indian origin and another for
a person of non-Indian origin who have been
identified as eminent scholars of Classical
Tamil. This award carries a certificate of
honour, a memento and a one-time cash award
of Rs. 5 lakh.

Young Scholar Award

Five awards are given to young scholars in
the age group of 30-40, who have publications
to their credit and have shown interest in Tamil
studies. This award carries a certificate of
honour, a memento and a one-time cash award
of Rs.1 lakh.

The the
Presidential Awards for Classical Tamil for the
years 2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16 was organized
by Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Department of Higher Education at New
Delhi and the awards were given away by the
President of India on Tuesday 9 May 2017.

investiture  ceremony  for

Presidential Awards for Classical Tamil
awardees for the years
(2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16)

2013-14
. Dr. S.N. Kandaswamy
. Dr. S. Rajalakshmi
. Dr. S.P. Salavanisree
. Dr. T. Mahalakshmi
. Dr. Kalai.Chezhian

. Dr. Ula. Balasubramaniyan

AN D B~ W N =

2014-15
. Dr. A. Dakshinamurthy
. Dr. A. Sathish
. Dr. J. Muthuselvan
. Dr. P. Thirugnanasambandam
. Dr. M. Vasanthakumari
6. Dr. G. Sathish

wnm B~ W N =

2015-16
1.Dr. R. Kalaikkovan
2. Dr. M. Vanitha
3. Dr. V. Prakash
4. Dr. S. Premkumar
5. Dr. G. Balaji
6. Dr. M. Munees Moorthy
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7.2. ENDOWMENT AWARD: Kalaignar

M. Karunanidhi Classical Tamil Award

Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi has created
out of his personal funds an endowment in
his name for Classical Tamil Research in the
Central Institute of Classical Tamil. From the
endowment, an award will be given to scholars
and researchers of eminence every year. The
award is one of the highest honours conferred
in India.

The award carries a cheque for Rs.10 lakh,
a citation plaque and a bronze replica of the
donor Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi.

8. DOCTORAL AND

POSTDOCTORAL
FELLOWSHIPS

n order to promote the scholarship in

Classical Tamil, the Central Institute of
Classical Tamil awards Fellowships to eligible
interested

candidates. from

candidates who wish to do research for their

Applications

Ph.D., degree with the financial assistance of
the institute was called for. The applications
received were processed by a screening
committee on 02-11-2017, and the qualified
candidates who fulfill the norms of the Institute
were selected. A written examination was
conducted, and the candidates were selected
by the screening committee. Interviews
were conducted on 13.12.2017, 14.12.2017 for
those who had passed the examination. In the
interview, 39 candidates were selected and
necessary orders for the selected persons were
issued. In the same way, examination and
interviews were conducted to the candidates
for the Postdoctoral Research Fellowship with
the financial assistance of the Central Institute
of Classical Tamil and four candidates were
selected.

9. GRANT-IN-AID

9.1. Grant-in-aid for short term research
projects

In order to evaluate 13 final project reports
and 5 midterm reports, a meeting of the
Evaluation Committee was held on 19.06.2017
& 20.06.2017 from 10.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. at
the Director’s Chamber of the Institute. The 18
Project investigators attended the evaluation
committee meeting and presented their project
reports before the committee.

9.2. Grant-in-aid for seminars

Forty applications for organizing Seminars
were shortlisted by the external experts for
sanction of Grant-in-aid.  However since
funds were not available, out of 40 cases
recommended, 7 were provided with financial
assistance during the year 2016-17 and another
8 cases were provided financial assistance
during 2017-18. The meeting recommending
Grant- in-aid to the 8 Institutes was held on
22.09.2017.

9.3. Grant-in-aid for training programmes

Twenty Nine applications for organizing
Training Programmes were shortlisted by the
external experts for sanction of grand-in-aid.
However since funds were not available, out of
29 cases recommended, 6 were provided with
financial assistance during the year 2016-17
and another 3 cases were provided financial
assistance during 2017-18. The meeting
recommending grant-in-aid to the 3 institutes
was held on 22-09-2017.

9.4. Grant-in-aid for translation of
Tirukkural into other languages

At MHRD’s initiative translation of
Tirukkural into 22 Indian Scheduled languages
has been undertaken. During the previous
year translation into six languages (Hindi,
Malayalam, Urdu, Sanskrit, Odiya and Marathi)
were initiated. During the year 2017-18, those
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translations have been completed and under
review for publication.

10. ARCHIVES

CICT Archives is a reference service
unit. Its primary focus is to Collect and store
Historical documents related to Classical
Tamil, Documenting the Institute’s History
and Events, Digitize rare and copyright-free
Classical Tamil documents (books, texts and
manuscripts) which are in bad condition in
libraries, archives and individual collections
in order to make them openly accessible to all,
and to preserve them for future reference and
research.

11. GRANTS FOR 2017-18 :
BUDGET GRANT

The Ministry of Human Resource
Development allowed us to carry forward
the unspent amount of Rs.8,34,739/- to the
financial year 2017-18. Apart from this, during
the financial year 2017-18, CICT, Chennai
received a grant of Rs.5,19,28,000/- from the
Ministry of Human Resource Development.
out of which Rs.5,27,62,739/- was utilized for
various approved programmes in furtherance
of objectives enshrined in the Memorandum of
Association of CICT. Apart from this general
grant, an additional grant of Rs.5,40,00,000/-
has been sanctioned for construction of
Administrative building for the Institute in the
land owned by the Institute.

12. NEW CAMPUS
DEVELOPMENT

The
Development has sanctioned Rs.24,65,47,000/-

Ministry of Human Resource
for construction of the Administrative
buildings at Perumbakkam, Chennai in a land
measuring 16.586 acres (6.71hectare) which

was given free of cost by the Government

of Tamilnadu. During 2017-18 the MHRD
has released a Grant of Rs.5,40,00,000/- for
Construction of the Administrative building.
In total, Capital Grant of Rs.13,40,00,000/- has
been received by CICT for construction of the
Administrative building.

13. IMPORTANT DAYS
OBESERVED
13.1. Mathribhasha Diwas (International
Mother Tongue Day)

As UNESCO declared 21* February every
year as International Mother Tongue Day,
the CICT celebrated this day on 21.02.2018
under the guidelines from Ministry of Human
Resource Development.

13.2. Vigilance Awareness Week

The Central Institute of Classical Tamil
(CICT) observed the vigilance awareness week
from 29" October to 3 November 2018 as
directed by the Central Vigilance Commission
(CVO).

13.3. Celebration of 3" International Day of
Yoga (IDY)

As per the Ministry of Human Resource
Development guidelines and Common
Yoga Protocol issued by the Ministry of
AYUSH, the Central Institute of Classical
Tamil to celebrated International Day of
Yoga, 2017 with full vigour which includes
Yoga demonstrations, interesting lectures on
Yoga, discussions, and a Seminar. The CICT
has organized the IDY, 2017 by organizing
a pictorial exhibition, lectures, meditations
among the staff, PDFs of CICT as a way of life.
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14. FIFTH GOVERNING BOARD MEETING

he Fifth Meeting of the Governing Board
Twas held on 26.07.2017 at 12.00 noon in the
Government of Tamilnadu Secretariat at Fort St.
George, Chennai. The meeting was chaired by
the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamilnadu, Thiru.
Edappadi K. Palaniswami.

The minutes of the meeting approved by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister were circulated to the

members.
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AUDITED ACCOUNTS
2017-18

CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF CLASSICAL TAMIL, CHENNAI-113

BALANCE SHEET AS AT: 31.03.2018

Amount in Rupees

Sources of Funds Schedule 2017-18 2016-17
CORPUS/CAPITAL FUND 1 611,476,984 567,374,855
DESIGNATED/ EARMARKED / 2 46,851,813 44,697,361
ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Add: Transferred from Capital to

Endowment fund
CURRENT LIABILITIES & PROVISIONS 3 12,003,118 3,647,364
Total 670,331,915 615,719,580
Application of Funds Schedule 2017-18 2016-17

FIXED ASSETS 4

Tangible Assets 431,448,683 432,910,004

Intangible Assets

Capital Works-in-Progress 108,740,623 85,541,124
INVESTMENTS FROM EARMARKED / 5
ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Long Term 46,851,813 44,697,361

Short Term
INVESTMENTS - OTHERS 6
CURRENT ASSETS 7 7,155,448 3,874,922
LOANS, ADVANCES & DEPOSITS 8 76,135,348 48,696,169

Total 670,331,915 615,719,580
Significant Accounting Policies 23
Contingent Liabilities and Notes to 24
Accounts
Sd./-
A.Palanivel
Director




CICT - ANNUAL REPORT AND AUDITED ACCOUNTS 2017 - 18

CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF CLASSICAL TAMIL, CHENNAI-113
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD/YEAR ENDED 31.03.2018
Amount in Rupees
Particulars Schedule 2017-18 2016-17
INCOME
Academic Receipts 9
Grants / Subsidies 10 52,117,720 49,111,714
Income from investments 11 -
Interest earned 12 - 737,666
Other Income 13 465 2,394
Prior Period Income 14
Total (A) 52,118,185 49,851,774
EXPENDITURE
Staff Payments & Benefits (Establishment 15 18,007,560 17,973,896
expenses)
Academic Expenses 16 13,715,720 11,001,336
Administrative and General Expenses 17 22,951,078 16,556,487
Transportation Expenses 18 7,716
Repairs & Maintenance 19 1,142,711 999,338
Depreciation 4 2,111,944 3,148,293
Prior Period Expenses 22 737,666
Total (B) 58,666,679 49,687,066
Balance being excess of Expenditure over (-) 6,548,494
Income (A-B)
Balance being excess of Income over 164,708
Expenditure (A-B)
Transfer to / from Designated Fund
Building fund
Others (specify)
Balance Being Surplus / (Deficit) Carried to (-) 6,548,494 164,708
Capital Fund
Significant Accounting Policies 23
Contingent Liabilities and Notes to Accounts 24
Sd./-
A.Palanivel
Director
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SCHEDULE 1-CORPUS/CAPITAL FUND

Amount in Rupees

Particulars

2017-18

2016-17

Balance at the beginning of the year

567,374,855

567,082,716

Add:

Contributions towards Corpus/Capital Fund

Add:

Grants from UGC, Government of India and
State Government to the extent utilized for
capital expenditure

50,650,623

127,431

Add:

Assets Purchased out of Earmarked Funds

Add:

Assets Purchased out of Sponsored Projects,
where ownership vests in the institution

Add:

Assets Donated/Gifts Received

Add:

Other Additions

Amount transferred to endowment fund

Add:

Excess of expenditure over income
transferred from the Income & Expenditure
Account

(-) 6,548,494

Excess of income over expenditure
transferred from the Income & Expenditure
Account

164,708

Total

611,476,984

567,374,855

Sd./-

A.Palanivel
Director
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SCHEDULE 2-DESIGNATED/ EARMARKED / ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Amount in Rupees

| e
Particulars S
Funds 2017-18 2016-17
A.
a) Opening balance 44,697,361 40,623,956
b) Additions during the year
c) Income from investments made of the
funds
d) Accrued Interest on investments/ 3,501,913 4,420,545
Advances
e) Interest on Savings Bank a/c
f) Other additions (Specify nature)
Total (A) 48,199,274 45,044,501
B.
Utilization/Expenditure towards
objectives of funds
i) Capital Expenditure
ii) Revenue Expenditure 1,347,461 347,140
Total (B) 1,347,461 347,140
Closing balance at the year end (A - B) 46,851,813 44,697,361
Represented by
Cash and Bank Balances (Sch.5)
Investments 46,851,813 44,697,361
Interest accrued but not due
Total 46,851,813 44,697,361
Sd./-
A.Palanivel
Director
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SCHEDULE 3-CURRENT LIABILITIES & PROVISIONS

Amount in Rupees

2017-18 2016-17
CURRENT LIABILITIES
1. Deposit-Others (including EMD, Security 86,480 106,480
Deposit)
2. Other Current Liabilities
- Outstanding advance
-S.B. A/c Interest to MHRD 262,878
- Interest due to K.K. Fund 432,311
- M/s Paramount Print Pvt. Ltd., Chennai 52,584
- Publication expenses
- Unutilised Grant 5,603,445 2,443,788
Total (A) 6,437,698 2,550,268
PROVISIONS
Leave Salary Contribution and Pension 971,064 971,064
Contribution
Outstanding Rent 3,185,532 -
Outstanding E.B. 185,599
Security 57,687 50,648
Telephones 322,398 3,474
Audit Fees 140,000 70,000
Outstanding Travelling Expenses 19,695 900
Outstanding Advertisement Expenses 106,305
Outstanding Junior Research Fellowship 576,000
Outstanding Contingencies 1,140 1,010
Total (B) 5,565,420 1,097,096
Total (A+ B) 12,003,118 3,647,364
Sd./-
A.Palanivel
Director
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SCHEDULE 3 (c) UNUTILISED GRANTS FROM UGC, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA & STATE

GOVERNMENT

Amount in Rupees

2017-18

2016-17

A. Plan grants: Government of India

Balance B/F

2,443,788

1,682,933

Add: Receipts during the year

105,928,000

50,000,000

Total (a)

108,371,788

51,682,933

Less: Refunds

Less: Utilized for Revenue Expenditure

52,117,720

49,111,714

Less: Utilized for Capital Expenditure

50,650,623

127,431

Total (b)

102,768,343

49,239,145

Unutilized carried forward (a-b)

5,603,445

2,443,788

B. UGC Grants: Plan

Balance B/F

Receipts during the year

Total (c)

Less: Refunds

Less: Utilized for Revenue Expenditure

Less: Utilized for Capital Expenditure

Total (d)

Unutilized carried forward (c-d)

C. UGC Grants: Non Plan

Balance B/F

Receipts during the year

Total (e)

Less: Refunds

Less: Utilized for Revenue Expenditure

Less: Utilized for Capital Expenditure

Total (f)

Unutilized carried forward (e-f)

D. Grants from State Govt.

Balance B/F

Add: Receipts during the year

Total (g)

Less: Refunds

Less: Utilized for Revenue Expenditure

Less: Utilized for Capital Expenditure

Total (h)

Unutilized carried forward (g-h)

*Grand Total (A+B+C+D)

5,603,445

2,443,788

Notes

Unutilised grants includes advances on Capital Accounts

Unutilised grants includes grants received in advance for the next year
Unutilised grants are represented on the Assets side by Bank balances, Short term Deposits with Banks and

Advances on Capital Account

Sd./-

A. Palanivel
Director
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SCHEDULE 5: INVESTMENTS FROM EARMARKED/ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Amount in Rupees

Sl. No. 2017-18 2016-17

1 In Central Government Securities

2 In State Government Securities

3 Other approved Securities

4 Shares

5 Debentures and Bonds

6 Term Deposits with Banks 28,757,557 27,462,713

7 Others (Power Finance Corporation) 18,094,256 17,234,648
Total 46,851,813 44,697,361

SCHEDULE 5 (a) : INVESTMENTS FROM EARMARKED/ENDOWMENT FUNDS (FUND WISE)

SI.No. Funds 2017-18 2016-17
1 Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi Endowment Fund 10,000,000 10,000,000
Investment:
2 Interest Accrued in previous years upto 2016-17 14,697,361 10,623,956
3 Interest Accrued in 2017-18 3,501,913 4,420,545
4 Tholkappiyar Chair 10,000,000 10,000,000
5 Thirukkural Chair 10,000,000 10,000,000
6 Endowment Fund Investments
7 LESS: Expenditure on the object during the year 1,347,461 347,140
TOTAL 46,851,813 44,697,361
Note : The Total in this sub schedule will agree with the total in scheudle-5
Sd./-
A.Palanivel
Director
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SCHEDULE 7-CURRENT ASSETS

Amount in Rupees

Particulars 2017-18 2016-17
1. Stock: Stock of CICT publications 1,552,003 1,431,134
2. Sundry Debtors:
Cheque in Hand
3. Cash and Bank Balances
a) With Scheduled Banks:
In Current Accounts - Canara Bank 4,005,368 5,368
In Savings Accounts - Canara Bank 1,598,077 2,438,420
Total 7,155,448 3,874,922
SCHEDULE 8-LOANS, ADVANCES & DEPOSITS
Amount in Rupees
Particulars 2017-18 2016-17
3. Advances
Advance to CPWD 55,347,377 28,546,876
Others
1. Training programme 1,900,000 2,400,000
2. Seminar 4,440,000 3,360,000
3. Short term projects 11,350,000 11,792,400
4. Audio Video Projects 2,246,000 2,246,000
5. Meetings 300,205 159,215
6. CMWSSB - -
7. Contingent Advance 15,500 15,500
8. Advertisement Advance 185,963
9. Travelling Allowance 50,000
4. Prepaid Expenses
a) Other expenses - Office rent
b) AMC 302,686 89,225
c) Repairs and Maintenance 4,850 4,850
d) Postal 42,767 32,103
6. Income Accrued
a) On Investments Others
Total 76,135,348 48,696,169
Sd./-
A.Palanivel
Director
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SCHEDULE 12 - INTEREST EARNED

Amount in Rupees

Particulars 2017-18 2016-17
1. On Savings Accounts with scheduled banks 737,666
Total 737,666
SCHEDULE 13 - OTHER INCOME
Amount in Rupees
Particulars 2017-18 2016-17
Sale of Institute's publications
Subscription fee
Reversal of Time barred cheques
Others Income 465 2,394
TOTAL 465 2,394
SCHEDULE 14 - PRIOR PERIOD INCOME
Amount in Rupees
Particulars 2017-18 2016-17
1. Academic Receipts
2. Income from Investments
3. Interest earned
4. Other Income: 2013-14 publications brought back
into stock
TOTAL 0 -
Sd./-
A.Palanivel
Director
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CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF CLASSICAL TAMIL. CHENNAI

SCHEDULE -23

SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The following are the Significant Accounting Policies :

1.

Accounting Convention: Till the accounting year 2008-09, the accounts of
CICT, Chennai were maintained on “Cash Accounting basis”. From the year
2009-10 onwards the accounts are maintained on “Accrual basis of Accounting” (i.e.
Mercantile System of Accounting).

Depreciation: Up to 2013-14 depreciation was charged WDV method. From the
year 2014-15 Depreciation has been provided on straight line method at the rates
prescribed by MHRD vide their letter No.29-4/2012-IFD dated 17.04.2015.

Grant-in-aid to short term research projects is released to the Principal Investigators
in 3 to 4 instalments according to the progress of projects and accounted as Advances.
On submission of statement of expenditure along with U.C. etc., the same is charged
as Expenditure.

Grant-in-aid released for Seminar/Training Programmes have been accounted as
Advances. On submission of statement of expenditure along with U.C. etc., the same
is charged as Expenditure.

The grants received for creation of assets is accounted as Capital grants and other
grants are accounted as income in the Income and Expenditure account.

Endowment Fund and its interest are disclosed under the head “Earmarked/
Endowments Fund”. Similarly, investments of the above endowment fund are
disclosed under “Investments from Earmarked/Endowments Funds”.

As per the instruction of MHRD the interest earned by the institute from bank
account to extent of Rs.7,37,666/- during 2016-17 was transferred to MHRD in 2017-
18. Accordingly, the interest earned in 2017-18 has ben disclosed as liability in Sch.3
instead of income in Sch.12.

A. Palanivel
Director
CICT, Chennai
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1.

CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF CLASSICAL TAMIL. CHENNAI

SCHEDULE -24

Contingent Liabilities and Notes to Accounts

The cost of Books sold is charged to Income and Expenditure Account. The
cost of unsold publications is treated as stock and disclosed at lower of cost or
selling price.

All the employees of CICT (except Registrar and Finance Officer) are at present
on contract/daily wages basis and hence, no provision for Retirement benefits
like Provident Fund, Encashment of Earned Leave, Pension etc., is required.

Construction of Administrative building at an estimate cost of Rs.24.65 Crore
has been entrusted to CPWD, Chennai and an advance of Rs.12.74 Crore has
been paid. Based on the progress of work the balance of Rs.11.91 Crore is
payable to CPWD, Chennai.

A. Palanivel
Director
CICT, Chennai
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HRIETTS a@maRien (Fa) a1 & s
TGO WA+, 361, VUM S, JAHUES, T+ - 600 018.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF AUDIT (CENTRAL)

Chennai
"LEKHA PARIKSHA BHAVAN", 361, Anna Salai, Teynampet, Chennai - 600 018

To

Sir,

Sub: Separate Audit Report (SAR) on the accounts of Central Institute of
Classical Tamil, Chennai for the year 2017-18- Reg.

I forward herewith the Separate Audit Report on the accounts of Central Institute
of Classical Tamil, Chennai for the year 2017-18 along with the statement of accounts.
Dates of presentation of the accounts with Separate Audit Report to Parliament may

kindly be intimated to this office.

Receipt of this letter with enclosures may kindly be acknowledged.

Yours faithfully
-sd-
Deputy Director/CE
Encl: As above
g¥HTY [ Phone : 044 - 2431 6400 %aRT / Fax : 044 - 2433 8924

-9 / E-mail: dgacchennai@cag.gov.in




CICT - ANNUAL REPORT AND AUDITED ACCOUNTS 2017 - 18

Separate Audit Report of the Comptroller & Auditor General of India on
the Accounts of the Central Institute of Classical Tamil, Chennai for the
year ended 31 March 2018

We have audited the attached Balance Sheet of the Central Institute of
Classical Tamil, Chennai as at 31 March 2018, Receipts and Payments Account
and the Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended on that date under
Section 20(1) of the Comptroller & Auditor General’s (Duties, Powers &
Conditions of Service) Act, 1971. The audit has been entrusted for the period
upto 2022-23. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Institute’s
management. Our responsibility is to express an opipion on these financial
statements based on our audit.

2. This Separate Audit Report contains the comments of the Comptroller
& Auditor General of India (CAG) on the accounting treatment only with regard
to classification, conformity with the best accounting practices, accounting
standards, disclosure norms, etc. Audit observations on financial transactions
with regard to compliance with the Law, Rules & Regulations (Propriety and
Regularity) and efficiency-cum performance aspects, etc., if any, are reported
through Inspection Report/ CAG’s Audit Reports separately.

3. We have conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in India. These standards require that we plan and perform
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements
are free from material misstatements. An audit includes examining, on a test
basis, evidences supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and
significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall
presentation of financial statements. We believe that our audit provides a
reasonable basis for our opinion.

4 Based on our audit, we report that:

i We have obtained all the information and explanations, which to the
best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our
audit.

ii The Balance Sheet, Income & Expenditure Account and Receipts &
Payments Account dealt with by this report have been drawn up in the
format approved by the Ministry of Human Resource Development.

iii In our opinion, proper books of accounts and other relevant records
have been maintained by the Central Institute of Classical Tamil, ’
Chennai as required in the rules and regulations of the Institution so far
as it appears from our examination of such books.

iv We further report that:

A. Balance Sheet
Application of Funds -
a) Investments — X 4,68,51,813

Confirmation from Bank / Tamilnadu Power Finance Corporation
were not obtained/produced for Investment of X 4,68,51,813 (Schedule 5)
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b) Loans, Advances & Deposits — X 7,61,35,348

TDS of X 1,62,186 deducted on interest earned by Dr. Kalaignar
endowment fund was not accounted as ‘receivable’ in Schedule- 8.
B. Grants in aid

Out of ¥ 10.59 Crore received as grants-in-aid for the year 2017-18
and unspent balance of ¥ 0.24 crore of previous year, totaling ¥ 10.83 Crore,
the Institute could utilise a sum of ¥ 10.27 crore, leaving a balance of X 0.56
crore as unutilized grant as on 31 March 2018.

Advances with CPWD as on 31.3.18, ¥ 5.53 crore was wrongly treated
as Grant utilised. It resulted in understatement of current liabilities and
overstatement of Capital/Corpus Fund by X 5.53 crore. These advances were
indicated as utilised in Utilisation Certificate also.

v Subject to our observations in the preceding paragraphs, we report that
the Balance Sheet, Income & Expenditure Account and Receipts & Payments
Account dealt with by this report is in agreement with the books of accounts.

vi In our opinion and to the best of our information and according to the
explanations given to us, the said financial statements read together with the
Accounting Policies and Notes on Accounts, and subject to the significant
matters stated above and other matters mentioned in Annexure to this Audit
Report, give a true and fair view in conformity with accounting principles
generally accepted in India

a. In so far as it relates to the Balance Sheet, of the state of affairs
of Central Institute of Classical Tamil, Chennai as at 31 March 2018; and
b. In so far as it relates to Income & Expenditure Account of the

deficit for the year ended on that date.

for and on behalf of the C&AG of India

K)\/u\_/g,.{?—‘)’o”

Principal Director of Audit (Central), Chennai
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Annexure to Separate Audit Report

1. Adequacy of Internal Audit System:
Internal Audit system was adequate and commensurate with the size and
nature of the Institute.
2. Adequacy of Internal Control System:
Internal control system was adequate.
3. System of Physical verification of Fixed Assets and Inventory:
Physical verification of Fixed Assets and Inventory was done.
4. Regularity in payment of statutory dues:
The Institute is regular in depositing statutory dues with the appropriate

authorities.
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